
ENGL 2330, Dr. Whalen      Name: _______________  
 

Stranger in a Strange Land Essay 
 

We’ve read several accounts of people feeling like strangers in a strange land, including 
Kao Kalia Yang’s The Latehomecomer.1 While some of us haven’t left our homeland 
permanently to settle in a new country, we have all had moments where we felt like a 
stranger in a strange land. Select one of your own and write an essay according to the 
requirements below. 
 
Requirements:  
 

 Use concrete details to describe significant people, places, and events from your 

experience 

 Include a clear thesis that indicates why the experience was important to you, 

what you learned from it, or how it changed you 

 Support what you say about your experience by referring to The Latehomecomer 

and/or other assigned readings. You do not need to include formal citations or a 

works cited page, but you should mention the title, author, and page number of 

the assigned reading where you quote or refer to it.  

 Format your essay according to the following: 

o Double-space the entire essay; do not include extra white space between 

paragraphs 

o Indent the first line of each paragraph by hitting the “tab” key 

o Use 12-point Ariel or Times New Roman font 

o Include a page number on each page 

o Centered at the top of the first page, include a title for your essay that is 

more specific and interesting than “Stranger in a Strange Land Essay”  

 Submit your essay to the appropriate D2L dropbox by the due date (see course 

calendar in the syllabus for the due date). 

 
Due Date: See the course calendar in the syllabus. 
 
Grading Criteria for Final Draft: 
 

Skill Demonstrated 
Proficient 

(A/B) 
Adequate 

(B/C) 

Needs 
Improvement 
(D or lower) 

Introduction grabs readers’ attention and 
introduces important background/context 
information 

   

                                            
1 Yang, Kao Kalia. The Latehomecomer. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 2008. Print. 



Thesis is clear and easy to identify; 
indicates why the experience is important, 
what the writer learned from it, or how it 
changed the writer 

   

Assigned course readings are referred 
to and/or quoted in the essay and linked 
appropriately to the writer’s experience 

   

Reference and/or quote from the 
assigned reading includes the reading’s 
title, author, and page number 

   

Concrete details are used effectively to 
describe people, places, and events 

   

Organization is apparent, logical, and 
appropriate to the topic 

   

Paragraphs include sufficient support for 
the main idea(s), are unified and organized 
logically 

   

Transitions are used to connect ideas; 
are elegant and effective 

   

Creativity is evident in how the experience 
is conveyed 

   

Grammar and Mechanics are correct     

Total 40 Points 

 


