
 

ENGL 2330, Whalen 
 

Yellow Rain Essay 
 
Write an essay in which you explain your perspective on yellow rain according to the requirements 
below.  
 
Requirements 

1. Your essay should contain three full pages of content (minimum). There is no maximum length.  
2. Use 12 point Arial or Times New Roman font. Margins should be no larger than 1 inch on all 

sides. 
3. Double-space the entire essay and indent the first line of each paragraph using the “tab” key. 
4. Include a title for your essay that is more specific and interesting than “Yellow Rain Essay.” 
5. Put a page number on each page of your essay. 
6. Answer all of the following questions in your essay: 

a. What conclusion have you reached about yellow rain?  
i. Did it exist?  
ii. What was it? 
iii. Who used it? Or, if it didn’t exist, who was responsible for stories about it? 

b. What evidence was most convincing? Why? 
c. Define the terms “truth” and “proof” in your own words. What is the difference between 

them? 
d. What can definitions of “truth” and “proof” and the controversy over yellow rain teach 

people about literature, especially nonfiction? 
7. Unify the essay with a clear thesis that is easy to identify and encapsulates your main idea(s) 

about yellow rain, truth, proof, and literature. 
8. Support your idea(s) by analyzing the evidence we have read about and discussed in class.  
9. Refer to and/or quote two (minimum) assigned readings from the yellow rain unit. Link the 

reference/quote to your experience. Include the title and author of the reading when you refer 
to/quote it, and include a page number to indicate which part of the reading you’re referring 
to/quoting. (You do not need to use formal citation for this assignment; just make it clear to your 
readers which information comes from which reading.)  

10. Use first or third person point of view; do not use second person point of view. 
11. Submit your essay to the correct D2L dropbox before the due date.  

 
Due Date: Refer to the course calendar in the syllabus. 
 
Here are some ideas to consider as you think about this assignment. You do not need to address 
these questions in your essay. They are provided to help you brainstorm.  
 

• Why do you think there are so many differing opinions about yellow rain among scientists, 
journalists, Hmong refugees, and RadioLab listeners? 

• Why do individuals define “truth” differently?  
• Why do individuals require different amounts and types of “proof” to be convinced of 

something? 
• How much proof is enough to call something “The Truth”?  
• Does the amount of proof required to call something “The Truth” vary from one situation to the 

next? Why?  
• Can truth change over time? 
• Can there be more than one truth in a single situation?  
• Does truth change for a single person over the course of his or her life? 

 



As we discuss readings about yellow rain, I’ll share strategies for developing a thesis and organizing 
your ideas. You may also meet with me outside of class for help with a thesis and outline, if you’d like. 
 
 
Grading Criteria for Final Draft: 

Skill Demonstrated 

Proficient 
(A/B) 

Adequate 
(B/C) 

Needs 
Improvement 
(D or lower) 

Formatting: correct according to the instructions above 
      

Content: answers all of the required questions (see 
above)    

Content: provides a thoughtful and specific discussion of 
proof from personal and/or academic perspectives       

Content: provides a thoughtful and specific discussion of 
truth from personal and/or academic perspectives       

Content: provides a thoughtful and specific discussion of 
literature from personal and/or academic perspectives 

   

Content: demonstrates creativity and careful reflection    

Content: refers to titles, authors, and page numbers from 
at least two assigned readings from the yellow rain unit 

   

Source Credit: includes clear references to the author 
and title of sources as well as the page number(s) on 
which in the information appears.    

Introduction: catches readers’ attention       

Thesis: is clear and easy to identify; encapsulates writer’s 
main idea(s) about yellow rain, truth, proof, and literature       

Body Paragraphs: include clear topic sentences, 
sufficient relevant support for main ideas, and are unified       

Transitions: effectively link idea(s) in one 
sentence/paragraph to idea(s) in the next 
sentence/paragraph 

      

Organization: logical and appropriate to the topic 
      

Tone: appropriate for the essay's purpose and audience; 
avoids 2nd person point of view       

Conclusion: answers “so what?”       

Correctness: fluid sentences; correct grammar and 
punctuation       

Process: shows evidence of significant revision, editing, 
and proofreading       

Total Points Possible 40 

 


